Emergency arrhythmia management: an assessment of learning needs.
For physicians working in emergency departments, optimum management of patients with arrhythmias is an important skill. To assess the learning needs of Canadian emergency physicians with respect to arrhythmias, the members of the Canadian Association of Emergency Physicians (CAEP) were surveyed. The survey assessed perceived learning needs and included 11 scenarios assessing physician knowledge. Of 883 surveys distributed, 278 were returned, a response rate of 31.5%. The topic areas ranked most highly by respondents in terms of perceived learning needs were management of ventricular arrhythmias (especially electrical strom), and clinical use of oral and intravenous antiarrhythmic drugs, particularly the clinical use of intravenous amiodarone. The assessment of knowledge showed that the respondents managed most arrhythmias in accordance with published guidelines, although the management of some wide complex tachyarrhythmias was not optimal. These results will be used to guide an ongoing program of continuing medical education.